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• Constitutionally mandated for 
apportionment of the 435 seats in the House 
of Representatives 

• Population information used to draw 
congressional, state, and local legislative 
districts 

• Results are used  

• To allocate federal funds for state, local, and tribal 
governments – (over $182 billion annually) 

• For program planning and projections at all levels 
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Must Count Everyone 

• Official count: 308,745,538 people on  

4/1/2010 and 131,704,730 households 

• 50 states and DC 

• Puerto Rico and the Island Areas  

• 10 question form was available in nearly 

60 different languages 
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Data Collection 



• Mobile population 
 

• Informal and complex housing arrangements 
 

• Distrust in government 
 

• The difficulty of hiring, training and mobilizing 

over 635,000 workers for over 860,000 jobs 
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Data Collection 



• 140,000 workers verified addresses 
starting in March 2009.  Know as the  

• 1.4 million employees hired to conduct 
the 2010 Census including 600,000 who 
knocked on 50 million doors to collect 
the data in person.  

• Rented and equipped 494 Local 
Census Offices (LCOs) and 12 Regional 
Census Centers (RCCs)  

• Printed 13 million bilingual 
questionnaires 

• Created Questionnaire Assistance 
Guides for almost 60 Languages 

• Opened 27,000 Local Questionnaire 
Assistance Centers and 520 Temporary 
Field Offices 

• Tabulated Data for over 11 million 
Census Blocks (35% more than 2000) 

• Scanned 166 million 2010 forms 
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• 250,000 Local and National Organizations were 

Census Partners helping to spread the message of 

participation 

 

• Over 10,000 Complete Count Committees which 

supported and promoted local efforts 
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• Estimated cost $13 - $14 Billion 

• Largest Peace Time Mobilization in 

U.S. History 

• Short time frame – 6 months.  April 1, 

2010 was Census Day.  Delivered 

apportionment count to President 

Obama December 21, 2010. 
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• Increase mail response (42 cents per household 

Mailout/Mailback: Most cost effective way to conduct a census. 
All households sent 4 mailings: Advance letter, Questionnaire, 
Reminder postcard, Replacement questionnaire – 122 million 
households. 

• Alternative collection methods 
Update/Leave:  Many areas the form was left on the door 

because cannot mail to post office box (9.5 million households) 

Update/Enumerate: In some areas including Indian Reservations, 
Census takers conducted interviews to complete the questionnaire 
(1.4 million households.) 

• Reduce non-response follow-up (NRFU)- 47 million households 

Average cost $57 per household 

Enumerator will visit household up to six times. Very expensive to 
send enumerators to each household not returning a 
questionnaire. Less expensive if enumerator only has to visit once.   
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• 250,000 Local and National Organizations were Census Partners helping to spread the message of 
participation 

 

• Over 10,000 Complete Count Committees which supported and promoted local efforts 

 

Data Processing 



Baltimore MD – 40% of 2010 Census 

forms, Phoenix AZ – 30%, Jeffersonville, 

IN – 30%. 
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Data Processing 

Data Storage All data are stored in Census Bureau 

databases and are published in 

public press releases 

Internal Controls Quality assurance analyses, 

Automated Data Processing (ADP) 

routines and Peer Reviews 

Data Limitations Data that are released must adhere 

to Title 13 requirements to protect 

respondent’s confidentiality 



 

• December  2010 release of Apportionment Figures 

• February-March 2011 release of Redistricting Data 

• May 2011 release of Demographic Profiles 

• SUMMER 2011 –DETAILED TABLES 
• Population counts for 63 race categories and Hispanic or Latino -

Tract and Block levels 

• Some detailed race and housing characteristics at the tract level 

• American Indian Tribal Affiliation at the Tract Level  

• Urban / Rural Data Update 

• December 2011-April 2012 (SF2 and ACS 2010) 
• All population and housing characteristics for many detailed race, 

Hispanic or Latino categories, and American Indian and Alaska 
Native Tribes 

 

10/11/2011 12 SDC Boot Camp - 2010  Decennial Census 

Reporting 



 

 CPEX is used to evaluate the 2010 

Census and assist in preparations for 

the 2020 Census 
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Evaluation 



Seven areas are evaluated 

1. Coverage Measurement 

2. Coverage Improvement 

3. Field Operations 

4. Language 

5. Questionnaire Content 

6. Marketing and Publicity 

7. Privacy and Confidentiality  

10/11/2011 14 SDC Boot Camp - 2010  Decennial Census 

Evaluation 
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Evaluation 

Final analytical reports between summer 

2011 & spring 2013. 


